
Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/02/28 12:54_____________________________________your problem is related to 2 things
1. variety of potato you grow
2. soil minerals available
re variety have you tried growing heirloom ? try seeds of change and get some of their potatoes. try a few dif varieties till one clicks for you.
re mineral bugs will attack your plants if deficient in minerals... know what rock dust is?


I have already tried 4 different kinds of Potatoes.      I have no idea where to get potatoes other than those sold in stores. Never heard of Heirloom? Seeds of change is that on the web? Store?
I had my soil tested=Good.
I don't know what rock dust is.
Farmers around here have been planting potatoes for 45 years. They all have huge infestations problems. I pulled all my plants last year and brought them to the dump. I had 3 different kinds planted .When I saw the infestation that occurred in only 2 weeks and I had tried everything I could I gave up. Help-Frustrated Tara============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/01 20:52_____________________________________Tara wrote:



I have already tried 4 different kinds of Potatoes.      I have no idea where to get potatoes other than those sold in stores. Never heard of Heirloom? 

the problem is due to farmers growing for so long chemicals that the bugs have gone nuts and any potate grown around there is food for the bugs. Heirloom means that it was grown organically for hundreds of years. I looked it up for you on the interest and I found this site http://www.marxfoods.com/products/Heirloom-Potatoes?gclid=CLWYh_egmaACFSMXawodB18gTg
Try that.
You can find more buy searching heirloom potates on google. I would try a few dif varieties till you find one that works for you. I would call them up and talk with the growers and tell them your problem. I a sure they will be able to tell you a great variety to grow.





Seeds of change is that on the web? Store?

here is seeds of change website  http://www.seedsofchange.com/


I had my soil tested=Good.
I don't know what rock dust is.

rock dust is needed for minerals. Soil there is deficient in minerals. tryhttp://www.remineralize.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=44


let me know...


andy
:woohoo:

p.s you are not general public but as a member you should log in firast and then you should have left this message in the garden center.
:S============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/05 10:31_____________________________________Thank you. Not a computer whiz. Will try to log in to garden center next time.:)============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/05 13:44_____________________________________No Problem
You get the idea right?
you can do it organically by getting healthy varieties and by making soil healthy too.

andy
:huh:============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/09 11:29_____________________________________:cheer: Actually I do have one more question if you don't mind.I found Heirloom potatoes in PEI, Canada. They have 3 varieties going back to 1800's. Would I plant all three kinds all at once or plant one variety per year. I really appreciate your advise. I tried to get help around here and on the web you were the only one who answered me. Thank you.Tara:)============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/09 22:28_____________________________________well
you could plant all three and see which one makes it thru..
also remember that you must admend the soil with compost and rock dust.

Here is a trick
grow the potatoes above ground!
they do not need to be in soil but can be grown in hay in a pile above ground.

:dry:============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/10 18:47_____________________________________Yes amending the soil is first on my list this spring before I plant anything. I hope I don't have to wait a year before planting.
I will try your suggestions and see what happens.Will let you know how things grow. Thanks again.============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/12 08:19_____________________________________while you dont have to wait a year b4 planting, it does take a while for the soil to get back to life again. I would use composted  manure or a compst that has animal manure in it to admend the soil with as the bacteria is very important. Also use a good amount of rock dust.============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/17 17:57_____________________________________We put a good 2 to 3 inches of manure all over the garden last year. Is this something you do every year.============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/17 22:17_____________________________________manure has good bacteria, make sure you add rock dust to the manure before you spread. Rock dust adds the minerals. Soil is usually mineral deficient. http://www.organicdatabank.info/images/fbfiles/images/3d157698.gif============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/21 13:08_____________________________________:)  Yes thank you I plan to add lots of rock dust this year ASAP with my Manure. But I found Manure sure does make the weeds grow everywhere because it has a lot of seeds in it.
 Here in northern Canada we still have snow on the ground. I can't wait to dig in the dirt.:lol:============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/23 09:03_____________________________________Yes lots of seeds cause the manure was not composted properly.
Are you getting direct from farm? If so you can ask them to compost it or you can compost it. by doing so , they heat will kill the seeds. Just add rock dust to the manure the make a pile and allow to cook, turning to insure even heat.... http://www.organicdatabank.info/images/fbfiles/images/Stars_Smiles_and_kisses_prv.gif============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/24 19:15_____________________________________OK so I mix the manure with rock dust. Allow it to cook in the sun for awhile? turning it occasionally? to ensure even heat?
That's it.

Yes I get all my manure from my friends farm. It was sitting for many, many years she told me and indeed it was very black and powdery like compost and I still got so much weeds it was inedible:unsure: .============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/03/24 19:19_____________________________________Oh yes since I put all that manure last year would I still need to put more this year. It this a yearly thing. I was told every 3 years was plenty...============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/24 22:47_____________________________________if the manure sits for too long, it will just collect seeds. weeds are ok in that you can just pull em out and re compost them as green waste. Mulching works great in keeping the weeds down also.

You dont have to let the mix if manure/rock dust sit for too long.I would place directly i nto ground and allow it to work form there if you can get fresh  other wise good idea to compost it by turning over once or twice a week. http://www.organicdatabank.info/images/fbfiles/images/rd1_small-6107a90c58c7768c902f7fce3a2820a4.jpg============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/03/24 22:49_____________________________________Make a good application first few years then rotate every other year or even better rotate the garden and compost dif parts at dif times.============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/05/05 10:47_____________________________________It is apparent that I will never find any, rock dust. I find 0-3/8 only or what they call grinder shavings which is mixed. No one around screens anything. I live by the beach will sand do the trick. Other than that I am out of luck.
Frustrated, Tara============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Tara - 2010/05/05 13:39_____________________________________Oh I forgot I bought a few bags of rocks for flooding, they are not very fine. Maybe I could mix this with sand? 
Let me know.============================================================================Re:Potato BugsPosted by Invisible Gardener - 2010/05/05 15:16_____________________________________I am not suprised since it is not easy to locate even here in Malibu ( I am the sole supplier) However you can order it from the closest source to you.

Here is a resources list for you

http://remineralize.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=17&Itemid=90

Thanks

:S============================================================================
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